
A  F A M I L Y ’ S  G U I D E  T O  U N D E R S T A D I N G



• W h a t  i s  C A A S P P ?
• H o w  i s  t h e  C A A S P P  a d m i n i s t e r e d ?
• W h o  t a k e s  t h e  C A A S P P ?
• H o w  c a n  f a m i l i e s  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  p r e p a r e  f o r  C A A S P P ?
• W h e n  a n d  h o w  a r e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  r e p o r t e d ?
• W h a t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p a r e n t s / f a m i l i e s ?
• L o c a l  M e a s u r e s
• T i t l e  1  U p d a t e

Today we will discuss:



California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
What is CAASPP? 
• CAASPP is our statewide 

assessment system, also known as 
summative assessments. 

• The umbrella term we use to talk 
about the summative assessments 
students take is CAASPP which 
stands for the California Assessment 
of Student Performance and Progress.



What is tested on CAASPP? 
SBAC CASTSBAC

ELA MATH SCIENCE
Grades 3-8 and 11  Grades 3-8 and 11  Grades 5, 8 and 11  



Who takes the CAASPP? 
• Students in Grades 3-8 and high school take the 

CAASPP assessments for English Language Arts 
and Mathematics

• Students in Grades 5, 8, and high school take the 
CAST - California Science Test

• The only exception is for those students who take 
the California Alternate Assessments based on their 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP).



• The CAASPP assessments are all taken on a computer. The 
Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in ELA and 
mathematics are computer adaptive where the difficulty 
increases/decreases depending on how students respond.

• The CAST and ELA/Math Performance Tasks are not 
computer adaptive but are still taken on a computer.

• Students take the assessments in a standardized manner where 
specific rules and protocol are followed by teachers and school 
staff. 

How is the CAASPP administered?



How can families help students prepare for CAASPP?

Help Your Child Succeed:

• Discuss the test with your child. 
• Set expectations – do your best! 
• Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a 

nutritious breakfast before testing.
• Write your child an encouraging note.
• We’ve Got This!   



When and how are test results reported?
•Students who take the CAASPP tests will receive scores in late 
summer or early fall. 

•When you receive your child’s student score report, take a moment to 
review it with your child and understand what it shows. 

•The score report will show your child’s score for each assessment as 
well as one of four achievement levels: •Standard Not Met or Level 1

•Standard Nearly Met or Level 2
•Standard Met or Level 3 or
•Standard Exceeded or Level 4



What resources are available for families?

• Smarter Balanced’s “Starting 
Smarter” is an online tool geared 
specifically for parents/families 
to deepen their understanding

• Parents/families can explore 
sample student score reports, 
test questions, and access 
additional resources.



CA.STARTING SMARTER.ORG  

https://ca.startingsmarter.org




LOCAL MEASURES 

ALL STUDENTS K-6th

K-1: Smarty Ants, iReady Math
Grades 2-6: Level Set, iReady Math

DI Students: Math in Spanish, Level Set in 
English and Spanish

 



OUR SCHOOL SITE WILL BE TESTING ON THE FOLLOWING DATES: 

CAASPP ELA (3-6) May 6-8th

CAASPP Math (3-6) May 9-10th

CAST Science (5) May 13-14th

iReady SPANISH (3-4) May 14th

Smarty Ants English (K-1) May 2nd

Smarty Ants Spanish (K-1) May 6th

Full Calendar will be published in Weekly Message 
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Update 

 



T H A N K  Y O U !  
W e  w e l c o m e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  m a y  h a v e .   


